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Briefly

•

CALABRIA is a road movie in a hearse. After the death of a Calabrian emigrant who came
to Switzerland to find work, two undertakers, Jovan and José, emigrants themselves,
travel from the north to the south of Italy to repatriate the deceased to his home village.

•

The film was shot in spring of 2014, with José Baião Russo and Jovan Nikolić, two
employees at a Lausanne undertaker firm. It’s Pierre-François Sauter’s second
documentary feature film.

•

It took a great deal of preparation to shoot a film in the notoriously closed and secretive
realm of funeral parlors, not to mention the technical challenge that the actual filming
entailed. Indeed, several years were required to go from the first scouting efforts to the final
audio mix.

•

Paying homage to emigrants the world over, CALABRIA represents a philosophical view
of the passing of time, and of how urgent it is—given the void of death—for us to make the
most of life.

•

CALABRIA was selected for the Visions du Réel 2016 international competition, where it
was honored with a Special Mention by the jury. Scheduled for release worldwide in the fall
of this year, this film will be screened at the 2016 Locarno Film Festival in the “Swiss
Panorama” section.

Synopsis

CALABRIA is a road movie in a hearse. After the death of a calabrian emigrant who came in
Switzerland to find work, two undertakers, Jovan and José, who are themselves emigrants,
travel from north to south of Italy to repatriate the dead body into his home village. Jovan, a
gypsy who was singer in Belgrad, believes in life after death. While José, a portuguese who is
passionate about culture, believes only what he sees. Together, they face the contengencies
and the surprises of the trip. This trip is an opportunity to pay a tribute to the dead person and to
enjoy life.

Director’s note

I filmed the last will of an Italian worker who came to Switzerland in the 1970s, looking for a
better life, and who asked to be buried in his native village.
CALABRIA is a tribute to all those men who left Southern Italy to find work elsewhere. Starting
from this historical fact, I have taken a wider perspective to include all the people who leave
their home country in search of a better life. I also set forth a philosophic view of the passing of
time, of the urgent need to enjoy life in the face of the void that is death.

By focusing on Jovan, a gypsy singer, and José, a Portuguese intellectual, I wanted to break
away from the clichés about emigrants. My intention is to show that all the people moving
around on Earth are not some anonymous human mass: emigrants are always individuals, each
with his or her unique and specific path.

I have chosen a pure and simple form for this road movie, settling upon a precise “mise en
scène”. Simple, frontal shots create a direct bond between the leading characters and the
audience. I would like viewers to concentrate on observing life unfolding before their eyes, while
death —which we often forget, although it is always hovering close by— is ever present in the
background.
Taking death as its starting point, the film tells about the surprising richness of life.

I wanted to anchor this film in a cinematographic tradition that believes in the suggestive,
evocative power of cinema: a cinema that observes life by offering a personal perspective on
reality. The form chosen is intended to stimulate the audience's imagination, inviting viewers to
participate in this cinematic experience at a very personal level.

Pierre-François Sauter

The director

CALABRIA is Pierre-François Sauter’s second feature film. In 2009, he directed FACING THE
JUDGE, a documentary which was screened in 30 theatres in Switzerland.

Earlier projects include working for the television program “Strip-tease” put on by the Belgian
RTBF, and directing some fifty documentary portraits on behalf of the “Voilà” program on the
Swiss SF1 DRS.

Earlier still, Mr. Sauter worked at two printmaking studios in respectively Lausanne and Milan:
his prints were shown in several galleries in Switzerland.

Pierre-François Sauter spent his childhood in Mozambique, then he lived and worked in Lisbon,
Paris, Brussels and Lausanne. Since 2003, he devoted himself to producing and directing his
own films.
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